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Many small mining settlements sprung up 
along the area’s streams and became the 
foundation of today’s historic towns. 

Resting firmly in the middle of two different 
jurisdictions, the communities of Amador were 
divided between Calaveras County and El Do-
rado County. Citizens became dissatisfied with 
the lack of a true identity, and organized a 
community to be separate and independent 
from both counties. Thus, just four short years 
after California officially became a state, elec-
tors voted to form the County of Amador. 

The County has grown to include over 18 
cities and communities, yet still maintains it’s 
small-town atmosphere. Boasting of areas 
known as California’s Hidden Nugget and The 
Heart of the Mother Lode, Amador County has 
been diligent to preserve the past, enrich the 
present and build towards the Future. 

I am honored to commemorate this epic 
year in the history of the County. This Sesqui-
centennial Anniversary marks 150 years of 
pioneering a quality environment for genera-
tions of citizens. Please join me in celebrating 
the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of Amador 
County. 
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MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 8, 2004 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor and mourn the passing of one of the 
greatest Presidents in American history—Ron-
ald Wilson Reagan. This leader was a man of 
clear vision, principle and conviction, a great 
communicator, and an individual who had per-
haps one of the greatest influences on my life. 

An eternal optimist with a can-do spirit, 
President Reagan once said in my hometown 
of San Diego: ‘‘You know, the United States 
was never meant to be a second-best nation. 
We set our sights on the stars, and we’re 
going for the gold.’’ 

He also believed that this forward-looking 
superpower Nation could transform the global 
picture. 

He came to the job armed with one under-
lying philosophy: Freedom. Freedom for the 
economy, for individuals, our Nation, and peo-
ple around the globe. 

Ronald Reagan brought our economy back 
to life. It was his policies that ultimately put 
Congress on a course to the fiscal discipline 
that spurred a balanced budget and economic 
growth. 

President Reagan followed through on his 
pledge to restore our military, and he brought 
back the pride associated with serving this Na-
tion. 

Despite the rhetoric and good intentions of 
those on the other side of the political spec-
trum, it was Ronald Reagan who actually initi-
ated the disarmament of whole classes of nu-
clear weapons. Perhaps his greatest legacy 
will be that of bringing an end to the cold war. 
Staring down repressive governments and 
challenging them to a new way of life, he 
brought freedom to millions of people around 
the globe. 

Using old Navy terms to describe his first 
term, President Reagan once said, ‘‘We’ve 

taken control of the ship of state and changed 
direction. And what are we going to do now? 
Well the way I see it, it’s all ahead full, no 
turning back.’’ 

For his imprint on history, for his legacy 
which will be felt for generations to come, this 
Nation owes President Reagan a debt of grati-
tude. 

I am pleased that one of the President’s 
many legacies is the Navy’s newest nuclear 
carrier, the USS Ronald Reagan. That ship re-
cently set sail from Norfolk for its rightful home 
in San Diego. 

Throughout his political career, President 
Reagan always concluded his campaign in 
San Diego. He called it his ‘‘lucky City.’’ It is 
only fitting that our shining city on the hill, San 
Diego, will be called home to the USS 
Reagan. This ship is perhaps the most fitting 
tribute to Ronald Reagan’s legacy of strength 
and security, to the imprint he had on our past 
and the promise that we hold for the future. 

We anxiously await the arrival of the 
Reagan, and welcoming it to the lucky city. 
The way I see it, it’s all ahead full, no turning 
back. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF FERNANDO OAXACA 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
great admiration and pride to honor a very 
special man, Fernando Oaxaca, former busi-
nessman, government official, political activist 
and founding director of HispanicVista.com. 

Fernando Oaxaca passed away on Friday, 
May 28, 2004, after making invaluable con-
tributions to the Latino community and real-
izing a long list of accomplishments. He 
earned a degree in electrical engineering in 
1950 at the Texas College of Mines and Met-
allurgy presently known as the University of 
Texas El Paso (UTEP). His work in the aero-
space industry paved the way for other 
Latinos to have opportunities in the aerospace 
industry in the 1960s. 

Fernando Oaxaca was a pioneer in broad-
casting and co-founder of Coronado Commu-
nications, one of the first public relations firms 
in California to specialize in the Latino market. 
In 1967, he became one of the original found-
ing members of the Republican National His-
panic Assembly. 

Throughout his career, Fernando Oaxaca 
has served as a consultant and advisor to 
many organizations. His passion and strong 
convictions led him to become the Chairman 
of the Mexican American Opportunity Founda-
tion (MAOF). His weekly column ‘‘Oaxaca 
Journal,’’ published in HispanicVista.com in-
spired many and conveyed the values and 
principles of our country and its democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope our colleagues will join 
me in paying tribute to the late Fernando 
Oaxaca, for his selfless and untiring efforts on 
behalf of the Latino community. 

BACK TO WORK INCENTIVE ACT 
OF 2003 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 3, 2004 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to today’s ill-conceived bill. 

Today, we should be creating jobs to re-
place the more than 2 million that have been 
lost the last three years. 38,000 private sector 
jobs and 43,000 manufacturing jobs have 
been lost in Minnesota alone since January 
2001. This bill does nothing to replace them. 

We should be investing in our Nation’s ex-
isting workforce training infrastructure. Last 
year, the Dakota County Workforce Council in 
my district helped over 1,000 dislocated work-
ers and their resource rooms served nearly 
40,000 individuals. Even more people could 
have received job training assistance with 
adequate funding for our One-Stops. 

Instead, the Republican leadership’s bill 
gives unemployed workers a voucher—up to 
$3,000—instead of the job training they need 
and deserve. 

This bill ignores the real problems facing our 
working families. 

I have heard from Minnesota’s workforce 
professionals who are worried that without 
new money, job training funds will be diverted 
under this plan, reducing funding for proven, 
successful job training programs offered by 
workforce training centers in my district. 

Congress needs to help the unemployed 
now, not start new, unproven programs. 

We should be extending unemployment 
benefits for the 1.5 million workers who have 
exhausted their current benefits, including over 
26,000 Minnesotans who lost their benefits be-
cause Congress failed to act in December. 

Workers in my district aren’t asking for new 
employment vouchers. They are asking for 
jobs. 

We are passing a bill that creates no new 
jobs while limiting worker access to existing 
training services. These vouchers undermine 
benefits for the long-term unemployed who 
can already access job training services. 

I urge my colleagues to vote no. 
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MOURN THE LOSS, RECOGNIZE 
THE SACRIFICE, AND ULTI-
MATELY, CELEBRATE THE LIVES 
OF THREE AMERICAN HEROES 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to mourn the loss, recognize the 
sacrifice, and ultimately, celebrate the lives of 
three American heroes. 

These three men, Lt. Erik McCrae, Sergeant 
Justin Eyerly, and Specialist Justin Linden, 
were ours. To Oregonians, they were—they 
remain—a part of us. 

They chose to answer the call of their na-
tion. Each of them understood the sacred duty 
of military service—they knew the special 
bond formed by soldiers under arms—and 
they died fulfilling that duty with honor. 
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Today, tomorrow, and the days that follow— 

we are and will be less without them. Unfortu-
nately, their loss means that our community 
will never reach the potential it once could 
have. 

As we have proven countless times, Oregon 
and the Nation will go on and we will succeed. 
But we will never forget their sacrifice. Their 
investment was, is, and will remain—invalu-
able. 

These brave men died because they self-
lessly chose to charge into harms way to aid 
strangers in a foreign land that are struggling 
for freedom. Erik, Justin, and Justin entered 
combat with full knowledge that their act of 
duty might well require the last full measure— 
but they did it anyway. 

Although our hearts are filled with anger, 
frustration, and pain—we must try and remem-
ber that these young men lived and died for 
love: for love of their family, for love of their 
community, for love of their country, and for 
love of freedom. 

We must turn this loss into something wor-
thy of their sacrifice; we must each find ways 
every day to remember Lt. Erik McCrae, Ser-
geant Justin Eyerly, and Specialist Justin Lin-
den, and the sacrifice they made in the name 
of freedom, so that they will never be forgot-
ten. 
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SUPPORT FOR AMERICA’S 
DEMOCRATIC ALLY ISRAEL 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, since 
its establishment 55 years ago, Israel has built 
a nation, forged a new and dynamic society, 
and created a unique and vital economic, po-
litical, cultural, and intellectual life despite the 
heavy costs of six wars, unrelenting terrorism, 
frequent international ostracism, and economic 
boycotts. The people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant and functioning pluralistic and 
democratic political system that guarantees 
the freedoms of speech and of the press, free, 
fair, and open elections, and respect for the 
rule of law. For over half a century, the United 
States and Israel have maintained a special 
relationship based on mutually shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic interests, and 
moral bonds of friendship and mutual respect; 
most importantly, the people of the United 
States have an affinity for the people of Israel, 
and regard Israel as a strong and trusted ally 
and an important strategic partner. 

Because of the confluence of energy, 
money, weapons and ideology, stability in the 
Middle East is crucial to America’s security 
and success in the global war on terror. Israel, 
with its technological capabilities and shared 
system of values, has a key role to play as the 
most vital U.S. ally in the region. Strength-
ening the U.S.-Israel strategic cooperation has 
been at the heart of the Jewish Institute for 
National Security Affairs (JINSA) mission since 
its inception in 1976. Founded as a result of 
the lessons learned from the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, JINSA communicates with the national 
security establishment and the general public 
to explain the role Israel can and does play in 
bolstering American interests, as well as the 
link between American defense policy and the 

security of Israel. Over the years, JINSA has 
achieved a well-deserved reputation as a 
credible and independent resource. 

I recently met with my good friend Tom 
Neumann, JINSA’s Executive Director, regard-
ing the current situation in the Middle East, 
particularly Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon’s controversial plan to withdraw Israeli 
troops from the Gaza Strip. During that meet-
ing, Tom presented me with a copy of a 
JINSA Board of Directors’ Resolution stressing 
the importance of American support for the 
right of the duly-elected Government of Israel 
to make those decisions independently and 
not be pressured by friendly or unfriendly gov-
ernments. As the Resolution says, ‘‘the first 
obligation and chief priority of every sovereign 
government is to defend and protect its own 
citizens and territory; and the government of 
Israel, no less than that of the United States, 
acts upon that right.’’ 

I would like to have the text of this Resolu-
tion placed into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
following my statement, and I urge my col-
leagues to read it in its entirety. 
SUPPORT FOR AMERICA’S DEMOCRATIC ALLIES 

IN THEIR INTERNAL DECISION-MAKING PROC-
ESSES 

Resolution of the Board of Directors of 
JINSA 

June 6, 2004. 
Whereas JINSA is an American non-profit 

association concerned with American de-
fense policy and the relationship between the 
United States and our democratic allies, and 
Israel is one of those allies; 

Whereas the first obligation and chief pri-
ority of every sovereign government is to de-
fend and protect its own citizens and terri-
tory; and the government of Israel, no less 
than that of the United States, acts upon 
that right; 

Whereas this right cannot be subjugated to 
demands of foreign governments or entities, 
irrespective of a country’s ‘‘best friend’’ or 
most important trading partners; [In the 
case of Israel, these would be the United 
States and the European Union, respec-
tively.] 

Whereas the chief priority of ‘‘The Quar-
tet’’ [the US, the UN, the EU and Russia] is 
movement on the Road Map toward the es-
tablishment of Israeli-Palestinian peace 
through a negotiated two-state settlement, 
and any unilateral action by Israel might 
thus be considered interference with the 
Road Map process, or more broadly with the 
‘‘peace process’’; 

Whereas in the view of the Prime Minister 
of Israel there is no Palestinian partner for 
steps in the Road Map and instead of waiting 
for the Palestinians to produce one, he has 
chosen to make unilateral decisions about 
how Israel can best protect its citizens dur-
ing the current war. There is in this an im-
plicit threat that if Israel takes enough uni-
lateral actions, the Palestinians might find 
themselves with nothing left to decide; 

Whereas President Bush officially wel-
comed Prime Minister Sharon’s Gaza dis-
engagement plan and reiterated the United 
States’ ‘‘steadfast commitment to Israel’s 
security, including secure, defensible bor-
ders;’’ and President Bush specifically recog-
nized the reality of Jews residing east of the 
1948 armistice line and rejected the claims of 
Palestinians of a right to settle in Israel; 

And whereas Israel, being a democracy, has 
engaged both in an intense national and gov-
ernmental debate about the parameters of 
the Prime Minister’s plan; Therefore, 

The Board of Directors of JINSA resolves 
to commend President Bush for his clear and 
forthright commitment (1) to the legitimacy 

of Israel as a Jewish state, (2) to the right of 
Israel to defensible borders, and (3) to a 
peaceful settlement between Israel and the 
Palestinians subject to the Palestinians 
making good their previous security and 
other commitments; 

The Board specifically commends the 
President’s recognition of Israel’s right to 
determine for itself what actions are re-
quired to ensure the future safety and secu-
rity of its people. 

The Board strongly hopes that the nature 
of this recognition is all-encompassing and 
not just limited to decisions Israel might 
make with which the United States is in 
agreement. 

Even if JINSA does not agree with some 
elements of any proposed plan, the Board 
further resolves to support the right of the 
duly elected Government of Israel to make 
those decisions and not be pressured by 
friendly or unfriendly governments, 

The Board strongly believes the President 
and the American people should be encour-
aged to tell Israel, our ally in the war 
against terrorists and the swamps that breed 
them, that we will stand with it as its gov-
ernment determines what steps are nec-
essary to defend and protect it—as we our-
selves have done. 

The Board further urges the other mem-
bers of the Road Map ‘‘Quartet,’’ to recog-
nize the right of a democratic country to de-
termine without outside pressure what ac-
tions serve the goals of its security and 
meaningful progress towards peace. 

The Board urges Congress to make a simi-
lar declaration without reservation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF MOUND 
CITY, IL 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, today I’d like 
my colleagues to join me in honoring the ses-
quicentennial of one of the oldest communities 
in southern Illinois, Mound City. 

In its earliest days, Mound City was known 
as the ‘‘Mounds’’ because of prehistoric Indian 
mounds found there. Mound City already had 
a small settlement located there because of its 
strategic location as a river trading center and 
was also well known for its safe harbor and 
steep river banks. 

The original Mound City was platted in 
1854. In 1855, the Emporium Real Estate and 
Manufacturing Company, based in Cincinnati, 
OH, was organized solely for the purpose of 
building a community in Southern Illinois on 
the banks of the Ohio River. The company re-
ceived $1.5 million from stock sales and se-
cretly purchased a large section of land adja-
cent to the newly platted Mound City. The 
company named the development Emporium 
City. 

The financial backers of the Emporium Real 
Estate Company had big hopes for Emporium 
City. At one time, plans even called for a new 
U.S. Capitol to be located in the new town. 
The company built a hotel, several ware-
houses, a foundry, homes and a shipyard, but 
went bankrupt in 1857 and the two commu-
nities merged into Mound City. 

The shipyard or the Marine Ways played a 
key role in the further development of Mound 
City. The wheels and machinery for the boats 
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